COMPETENCY GOAL 3: The learner will analyze political parties, elections, interest groups, and mass media. 
Objectives 
3.01 Trace the development and impact of political parties in the United States. 

(a) Functions 

(b) Organization 

(c) Ideological and demographic differences between the two major parties 

(d) Implications of the two-party system 

(e) Impact of third parties 

(f) Effects on the political process 

3.02 Understand the operation and evaluate the role of elections in American politics. 

(a) Current electoral laws including campaign finance 

(b) Nomination process 

(c) Constitutional mandates 

(d) Workings and implications of the electoral college 

Unit 3  Elections, Political Parties, Candidates, Campaigns
 Key Terms
Party Competition:  
The battle of the parties for control of public offices.  Ups and downs of 

the two major parties are one of the most important elements in American politics.  

Political party:  
A group of people trying to gain control of the country’s governing apparatus (at the local or national level) by winning elections.
Ticket-splitting:
Voting with one party for one office and with another party for other offices.  It has become the norm in American voting behavior.  
Party machines:
A type of political party organization that relies heavily on material inducements, such as patronage, to win votes and to govern.

Patronage:
One of the key inducements used by party machines.  A patronage job, promotion, or contract is one that is given for political reasons rather than for merit or competence alone.

Primary election: 
A run-off election between the contenders within the parties.  For example, in the spring of the year of the general election, the Democrats and Republicans will need to hold a primary in order to narrow the field to their top candidate.

General election:
The election held in the fall that is considered the “election”.  This is the election in which voters choose the person who will fulfill the responsibility of the office that is being contested.  

Closed primaries:
Elections to select party nominees in which only people who have registered in advance with the party can vote for that party’s candidates, thus encouraging greater party loyalty.

Open primaries:
Elections to select party nominees in which voters can decide on election day whether they want to participate in the Democratic or Republican contests.

Blanket primaries:
Elections to select party nominees in which voters are presented with a list of candidates form all the parties.  Voters can then select some Democrats and some Republicans if they like.

National convention:
The meeting of party delegates every four years to choose a presidential ticket and write the party’s platform.

National committee:
One of the institutions that keeps the party operating between conventions.  The national committee is composed of representatives from the states and territories.

National chairperson:
The national chairperson is responsible for the day-to-day activities of the party and is usually nominated by the presidential nominee.

Coalition:

A group of individuals with a common interest upon which every political 


party depends.

Party neutrality:
A term used to describe the fact that many Americans are indifferent toward to two major political parties.  

Gender gap:
The margin of difference between the percentage of men voting for a candidate compared to the women voting for that candidate.  Historically, women vote at a greater percentage for Democratic candidates.

Republican coalition:
Typical voters include men, white Protestants, white-collar executives, rural areas, and higher incomes.

Democratic coalition:
Typical voters include African-Americans, Jews, women, labor unions, urban areas, and lower incomes.

Party eras:
Historical periods in which a majority of voters cling to the party in power, which tends to win a majority of the elections.  Examples include 1st Era (1780’s-1820’s); 2nd Era (1820’s-1850’s); 3rd Era (1860’s-1890’s); 4th Era (1890’s-1930’s); 5th Era (1930’s-?_

Electoral College:
Electors are chosen in the general election for the presidency.  It is a “winner-take-all” where each state’s winners get all the electors (except for Maine/Nebraska).  Total electoral numbers equal a state’s number of representatives and senators.  These electors are allowed to cast their vote for whomever they choose when they meet in their respective state capital in December.  Yet, it has become a “rubber stamp” as electors almost always vote according to their state’s popular vote totals.  The winner of the presidency must garner 270 of 538 electoral votes. 

Critical election:
An electoral “earthquake” where new issues emerge, new coalitions replace old ones, and the majority party is often displaced by the minority party.  Critical election periods are sometimes marked by a national crisis and may require more than one election to bring about a new party era.  
New Deal Coalition:
A coalition forged by the Democrats, who dominated American politics from the 1930’s to the 1960’s.  Its basic elements were the urban working class, ethnic groups, Catholics and Jews, the poor, Southerners, African Americans, and intellectuals.  

Party dealignment:
The gradual disengagement of people and politicians from strict party identification.  In the past 30 years, more Americans are calling themselves “independents,” and splitting their ballots up between parties.  
Single-member district:
The form of representation in which only the candidate who gets the most votes in a district wins.

Proportional representation:


The form of representation in which seats in the legislature are allocated 


proportionally according to each party’s share of the popular vote.



Third parties:
Electoral contenders other than the two major parties.  American third parties are not unusual, but they rarely win elections as a result of the winner-take-all nature of the Electoral College.

Winner-take-all system:
An electoral system in which everything is awarded only to the candidates who comes in first in their constituencies.  For example, in the presidential election, the candidate who wins the most votes in Washington state receives ALL eleven of Washington’s electoral votes.

Responsible party model:       A view favored by some political scientists about how parties should work.  

According to the model, parties should offer clear choices to the 

voters, who can then use those choices as cues to their own preferences of 

candidates.  Once in office, parties would carry out their campaign 

promises.  

Nomination:                            A political party’s official endorsement of a candidate.  Generally, success in 

the primary elections brings momentum, money, and media attention, 

which ultimately helps a candidate win the nomination from their party.

Caucus:                                   A meeting of the party for selecting delegates to the national 

party convention.  In the past, this process was “closed” to only the 

elite political leaders and replaced the current primary process.

Presidential primaries:            Elections in which voters in a state vote for a candidate (or delegates 

pledged their support to him or her).  Most of these delegates who attend 

the national party conventions are chosen this way.

Presidential debates:               Televised debates (beginning in 1960) have a significant impact on the campaign.

McGovern-Fraser Commission:


A commission formed in 1968 Democratic convention in response to 

demands for reform by minority groups and others who sought better 

representations.

Superdelegates:                       National party leaders who automatically get a delegate slot at the 

Democratic national party convention.  The Republicans call these

“Unpledged” Delegates.  `
Frontloading:                          The recent tendency of states to hold primaries early in the calendar in

order to capitalize on media attention.  This topic will be BIG in upcoming

years as states tinker with their election laws in order to jockey for media 

position.  
National/Regional Primary:         

A proposal by critics of the caucuses and presidential primaries, which 

who would replace these electoral methods with a nationwide

primary/primaries held early in the election year.

Party platform:                        A political party’s statement of its goals and policies for the next four years.  

The platform, crafted at the national convention, often appears as a mission 

statement on the party’s official website.  

Direct mail:                             A high tech method of raising money for a candidate or cause.  It involves 

sending information and requests for money to people whose names appear 

on lists of those who have supported similar candidates in the past.

Federal Election Campaign Act of 1974:


A law passed for reforming campaign finance that created the Federal Elections Commission, provided public financing for primaries and general elections, limited presidential campaign spending, required disclosure, and attempted to limit contributions. 

Federal Elections Commission:


A six member bipartisan agency that administers campaign finance laws and 

enforces compliance with their requirements.  

Soft Money:                            Money given to a party for the purpose of building up the party at the 

grassroots level.  This category of campaign contributions have been 

banned by BCRA 
Political Action Committee:


Fundraising vehicles created by FECA 1974.  A corporation, union, or 

some other interest group can create a PAC and register it with the FEC 

which will meticulously monitor their expenditures.

Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA or McCain-Feingold):


Campaign finance regulations that double the amounts specified by FECA 

while trying to eliminate soft money contributions.  It inadvertently created 

another loophole for Section 527 contributions and, eventually, Super PAC’s. 

“527”:                                     Named for the section of the IRS Tax Code, a 527 is an advocacy group 

trying to influence elections through voter mobilization and the spending of 

unlimited dollars in “independent expenditures.”  A famous example of 

this in the 2004 election cycle was the “Swiftboat Veterans for Truth.”

Super PAC’s
Super PACs may raise unlimited sums of money from corporations, unions, associations and individuals, then spend unlimited sums to overtly advocate for or against political candidates. Super PACs must, however, report their donors to the Federal Election Commission as a traditional PAC would. Unlike traditional PACs, Super PACs do not have to follow the individual campaign contribution limits.  They are, however, prohibited from donating money directly to political candidates.


Battleground/Swing States:





The states in a presidential election that are closely contested.  Recent examples 



include Ohio, Pennsylvania, Florida, etc.


“Solid South”:
  
From Reconstruction through the 1950’s, the south consistently voted for the 




Democratic candidate.  When the Democratic party began to support the civil 




rights movement, the region began to vote/lean more Republican. 

Federal Matching Funds:
The only form of public financing of presidential elections available to 




presidential candidates for the primary and general election campaigns if the 




candidates agree to abide by spending limits.  Money is matched if candidates 




can raise $5000 in 20 states with contributions of less than $250.  The candidate




is then matched dollar-for-dollar up to a limit in the primary election.  If the 




candidate wins the nomination, he/she is then eligible for a set amount of 




money funding.

Buckley v. Valeo. 1976:
Case that reviewed the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1976.  The court held 



that hard money donation restrictions did not violate free speech but that 




attempts to limit independent/candidate expenditures was unconstitutional and a 



violation of free speech.  This allowed the practice of limited outside donations 




to candidates from individuals, PAC’s, and parties while allowing candidates to 



spend as they please.

Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, 2009:

Case that reviews the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA) where the majority held that under the First Amendment corporate funding of independent political broadcasts in candidate elections cannot be limited.  
